MICHIGAN WILDLIF K CONSERVANCY POLICY REGARDING COUGARS

The Mlchlgan Wildlife Conservancy (MWC) mission to help Wlldhfe is deﬁned as follows To
restore, conserve and preserve fish, wildlife and habitat throughout Mlchlgan EUT

The following is the MWC’s goal on cougars as adopted by its Board of Trustees on March 15,
2003:

The MWC seeks to foster an effective management program for.cougars that ensures the
minimum genetic diversity to support a small, sustainable population.

The MWC hopes to accomphsh this goal through the followmg recommendatlons

. 1. | Full recogmtlon of the spemes as w1ld re51dent and breedmg |
2. Stop t_he‘- illegal killing of cougars.
3. Develop a reward program for tips on iIlega‘l kilI's.
4. _Educate Mlchlgan cmzens about cougar blology and how to av01d dangerous eneounters.
5. Assess Vlablhty of the populatlon by domg genetlc testmg
6. :Don’t change any forest/mldhfe management practices.

- 7. Don’t close roads or set aside certain lands.

' 8 " 'Manaée codgar .numbers under a social carrying capacity concept.
9. Nokill permits unless human life threatened.

10. Act against cougars that appear hab1tuated are too observable or repeatedly k111
- livestock. . Lo - _ ,

11. Consider a legally established no-kill season for hoﬁnd hunters,

12. Remove excess animals through hunting or other means. -
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Michigan Wildlife Conservancy

From: "Valerie West" <valerie.west@oakpress.com>
To: "Michigan Wildlife Conservancy" <wildlife@miwildlife.org>
Sent: Friday, December 05, 2008 11:54 AM

Subject: Re: The Oakland Press

Cougar sightings prompt dispute among Wild_life orgahiza_tions

By VALERIE WEST Of The Oakland Press

Cougar sightings continue to be reported throughout the state, yet the existence of the predator in
Michigan is creating controversy between wildlife organizations. - S

In 2003, there were three Oakland County sightings reported to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Web site, said Michael Bailey, Species and Habitat Section supervisor for the MDNR. In
2007, there were 11. Statewide, there were 71 in 2002, and 338 for 2008. o

Recently, there was a cougar sighting reported in Novi, and a large black cat reported in Milford.

Black cougars, although rare, are possible, said Dennis Fijalkowski, executive director of the
Michigar Wildtife Conservancy. A black cougar is like the equivalent of an albino animal; both parents
need to have the recessive gene and can be common in cases of inbreeding, he said. ) '

About 8 percent of Michigan cougar reports to the conservancy have been for black panthers, which
leads Fijalkowski to believe that there is a small cougar population breeding in the state.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources does not agree, and said there isno hard eviderice of
cougars in the Lower Peninsula. A carcass, hair samples, scat or animal tracks are needed as evidence,
Bailey said. - : R i ' "

Many times, the DNR will investigate reports only to find deer or dog tracks. _ . o

“A lot of times, you can’t trust your eyes,” he-said. “There is no reproducing cougar population in
Michigan.” - - e . R i A i Sratey

He added that there is one known male in the Upper Peninsula. _

Fijalkowski believes otherwise. ' ' IR : L

The conservancy has documented scat, track and hair samples and received photos from citizens that
verify a small cougar population in the Upper and Lower peninsulas, he said, adding that the animals
don’t just live in the deep woods. It’s another point where the conservancy and the DNR disagree.

The DNR, however, does not consider the conservancy’s reports as evidence. I

The cougar is listed as a Michigan endangered species. ' : ' I

“The state is violating the endangered species act,” Fijalkowski said. “If the animal exists, we must
recover the population.” =~ - - o S _

Whether one cougar or hundreds exist, the animal needs to be managed, he said, further speculating
that the DNR won’t acknowledge a cougar population because it would cost money and resources to
bring the species back.

Retired Michigan DNR forester Mike Zuidema agreed, and said in a 2008 Chicago television report
that the DNR may be covering up the Michigan cougar for financial reasons.

Zuidema, of Escanaba, was featured in the report after a cougar was shot by Chicago police. He also

‘reported cougar tracks in the Upper Peninsula that were confirmed by the DNR.
“They don’t want to get into endangered species management and take funds away from their No. 1

12/5/2008
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Photo courtesy of Michigan Wildlife Conservancy

Photo of a cougar taken by Jim Deutsch on the property of Larry Lippert in western Alcona County in
the Lower Peninsula in August 1997.

Photo courtesy of icigan Wildlife Conservcy Photo of a cougar taken by George White on hunt
club property in eastern Oscoda County in 1993, just five miles from the 1997 Alcona County photo
shown on Page A-1.

Michigan Wildlife Conservancy wrote:

Valerie,

12/5/2008
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